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one to watch

process of elimination

At a Glance

Company: Klean 
Industries Inc.

Principals: Jesse 
Klinkhamer, founder 
and CEO; Allen 
Kasper, chief technol-
ogy officer; Kiyofumi 
Oikawa, engineer-
ing, procurement, 
construction director; 
Kiyoharu Michimae, 
technology develop-
ment director; James 
Klinkhamer, chief 
logistics officer; Scott 
Carley, chief opera-
tions officer

Year Established: 
2005

No. of Employees: 
20

Website: www.
kleanindustries.com 

Services Provided: 
Technologies and 
solutions for envi-
ronmental waste 
recycling, green com-
modity and clean 
energy productionKlean Industries is working to provide innovative 

waste-to-energy and waste-to-fuel technologies.

Vancouver, British Columbia-based 
Klean Industries was established in 
2005 with the intent to be a vertically 
integrated, sustainable producer of oil 
products, energy and commodities from 
hydrocarbon-based waste. The com-
pany says its mission is to close the loop 
on consumption, waste and industry by 
recovering sustainable commodities that 
can re-enter the supply chain.

Since its founding, Klean has worked 
to discount myths about waste to energy 
and to promote sustainability. The com-
pany says it strives to build and support 
new, clean and renewable sources of 
energy that reduce pollution and cli-
mate change while creating sustainable 
economies for future generations. 

Q: What new projects or systems 
  have you been focusing on? 

A: The Vancouver waste-to-energy 
project, which will process approximately 
1,500 tons per day of municipal solid 
waste and convert it to electrical energy; 
a plastics recycling project with Dow 

Chemical to produce high-grade liquid 
fuel from plastics; and numerous tire 
recycling projects in North America and 
Europe using both pyrolysis and gasifica-
tion to convert tires into a combination of 
electrical energy and liquid fuels.

Q: What makes you different from 
  your competitors?

A: Unlike many of Klean’s competitors, 
all of Klean’s technologies have been 
through the commercialization phase 
and are being used in large-scale recy-
cling/energy-recovery applications. Klean 
has cultivated very strong relationships 
with a network for downstream end 
product users (groups that need energy 
and groups that need recovered com-
modities from recycling.)

Q: Where do you see your company 
  five years from now?

A: Klean’s vision includes building as 
many plants, in as many countries, as 
capital and feedstock allow. Putting an 
end to waste altogether is the ultimate 
goal. Klean believes very strongly in 
extended producer responsibility, an 
environmental policy approach in which 
a producer’s responsibility for a product 
is extended to the postconsumer stage. 
When products reach the end of com-
mercial existence, they are disassembled 
(mechanically or chemically) and are rein-
tegrated into industry—eliminating waste 
and negating energy usage. e
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